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SUBJECT:LETTER PROM SECRETARY KISSINGER TO MINISTER 
SAUVAGNARGUES 

1 . PLEASE PASS THE POLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY 
KISSINGER TO MINISTER SAUVAGNARGUES. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. DEAR MR. MINISTER: IN PRESIDENT GISCARD 
D'ESTAING'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT FORD OF FEBRUARY 28, 1975, 
PRANCE EXTENDED AN INVITATION TO THE UNITED STATES TO 
ATTEND A PREPARATORY MEETING IN PARIS BEGINNING ON APRIL 7 
TO ORGANIZE AN INTERNATIONAL CONPERENCE ON ENERGY. 
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DURING OUR MEETING AT MARTINIQUE IN DECEMBER, WE AGREED 
THAT A FORMAL CONFERENCE WITH THE OIL PRODUCING NATIONS 
AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WILL BE NECESSARY AND THAT IT 
SHOULD BE CAREFULLY PREPARED. IN THIS REGARD, WE WERE IN 
AGREEMENT THAT A PREPARATORY MEETING SHOULD TAKE PLACE ONLY 
AFTER THE OIL CONSUMING INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES HAD MADE 
SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS TOWARD COOPERATION IN ENERGY RELATED 
FINANCIAL MATTERS, ENERGY CONSERVATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF NEW ENERGY SUPPLIES. 

SATISFACTORY PROGRESS IN THE FIRST TWO OF THESE THREE AREAS 
WAS ACHIEVED IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY. AT ITS MEETING OF 
MARCH 20, 1975 THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
ENERGY AGENCY AGREED ON THE PRINCIPLES AND ELEMENTS OF 
A COORDINATED SYSTEM OF COOPERATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
NEW SUPPLIES. 

CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF THAT SYSTEM - - NOTABLY A MINIMUM 
PROTECTED PRICE FOR IMPORTED OIL - - MAY FALL WITHIN THE 
COMPETENCE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, AND I UNDERSTAND 
THAT THEIR APPLICATION WILL BE DISCUSSED BETWEEN FRANCE 
AND THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY, PARTICIPANTS IN 
THE lEA, IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

AS YOU KNOW, MR. MINISTER, OUR REPRESENTATIVES HAVE HELD 
SEVERAL DISCUSSIONS OF THE CONCEPTS OF THE NEW lEA ALTER- 
NATIVE SUPPLIES POLICIES. FROM THESE DISCUSSIONS, WE 
HAVE FORMED THE HYPOTHESIS THAT FRANCE IS NOT HOSTILE 
IN PRINCIPLE TO THESE CONCEPTS. ON THE BASIS OF THAT HYPO- 
THESIS THE UNITED STATES IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE FIRST 
STAGE OF THE SEQUENCE AGREED AT MARTINIQUE HAS NOW BEEN 
COMPLETED. 

THEREFORE, MR. MINISTER, I AM PLEASED TO ACCEPT YOUR 
INVITATION TO ATTEND THE PREPARATORY MEETING BEGINNING 
ON APRIL 7. I UNDERSTAND THAT YOU INTEND THE MEETING TO 
CONFINE ITSELF RIGOROUSLY TO PROCEDURAL MATTERS. THAT 
IS A CORRECT APPROACH, IN MY VIEW, WHICH US REPRESENTATIVES 
ARE INSTRUCTED STRONGLY TO SUPPORT. WE VERY MUCH 
DESIRE A SUCCESSFUL MEETING, AND THE UNITED STATES DELEGA- 
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TION WILL BE PREPARED TO WORK ACTIVELY TO THAT END. I 
AGREE THAT THE PROBLEMS WHICH THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
NOW FACES IN THE AREA OF ENERGY REQUIRE OUR MOST URGENT 
ATTENTION AND CLOSE COOPERATION. 

AFTER THE PREPARATORY MEETING, WE CAN USE MARTINIQUE'S 
PHASE III - INTENSIVE CONSULTATION ON CONSUMER POSITIONS - 
TO DETERMINE THE WAY IN WHICH ALTERNATIVE SOURCES POLICY 
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AND OTHER CONSUMER POSITIONS SHOULD BE IMPLEMENTED. 

WITH WARM REGARDS, HENRY A. KISSINGER. END TEXT KISSINGER 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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